, comprises discrete ions which are interconnected by N-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds, leading to a neutral one-dimensional network in [001] . This hydrogen bonding appears to complement -stacking interactions [centroid-centroid distances 3.768 (2) and 3.551 (2) Å ] and helps to stabilize the structure further.
Related literature
For details of the preparation of imidazole compounds, see: Ikezaki & Nakamura (2002) . For the chemistry of 2-(chloromethyl)-1H-benzo [d] imidazolium chloride, see : Jian et al. (2003) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Comment 2-(4-bromophenyl)-1-phenyl-1H-benzimidazole used as bridging ligands in coordination and metallosupramolecular chemistry are representative. In recent years, benzimidazole also was used to link different alkyl or aromatic group, which can adopt different conformations according to the different geometric requirements of metal centers when forming metal complexes (Ikezaki, et al. 2002; Jian, et al. 2003) . We report here the crystal structure of the title compound. The structure of title compound, C 8 H 8 ClN 2 .Cl -, comprises discrete ions which are interconnected by N1-H1A···Cl1 i hydrogen bond, leading to a neutral one-dimensional network in [0 0 1] direction. These hydrogen bonds appear to complement π-π stacking interactions and help to stabilize the structure further (Table 2) .
A mixture of 1,2-diaminobenzene (0.01 mol 1.08 g) and chloroacetic acid (0.01 mol 0.95 g) in HCl (4 ml) was refluxed for 12 h and the title compound was dissolved in ethanol and HCl, after slowly volatilizing over a period of 48 h, colorless crystals of the title compound suitable for diffraction were isolated.
Refinement
Positional parameters of all the H atoms were calculated geometrically and were allowed to ride on the C, N atoms to which they are bonded, with C-H = 0.93 to 0.97 Å, U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C), N-H = 0.86 Å, U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (N).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with the displacement ellipsoids were drawn at the 30% probability level.
2-(Chloromethyl)benzimidazolium chloride
Crystal data 109 parameters Extinction correction: none Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods 
Special details

